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The Thoracic Surgery Foundation for Research and Education
The Thoracic Surgery Foundation for Research and Education (TSFRE) was founded to provide its four
sponsoring societies with a dedicated and common organization for research and education activities within
cardiothoracic surgery. The TSFRE has developed a variety of distinctive, cutting-edge research endeavors,
including clinical research partnerships with the National Heart, Lung, and Blood Institute and the National
Cancer Institute. These partnerships will lead to significant progress in our specialty. In developing these
research programs, TSFRE provides surgeons with dynamic opportunities to extend themselves while benefiting
cardiothoracic surgery and our patients. Research leads to discovery, new techniques and procedures, and
ultimately to dramatic advances to pressing medical and surgical problems.Recognizing that both education and
research create the future of cardiothoracic surgery, the TSFRE has also developed an exciting new education
initiative. Based on the TSFRE Education Committee’s extensive analysis of future needs of cardiothoracic
surgeons, TSFRE is creating three education programs that will support funding of projects in the acquisition of
transdisciplinary skills, patient safety, and simulation training for cardiothoracic surgeons. We are currently
reaching out to industry and major philanthropic organizations to establish funding for these forward looking
programs.As the onset of the income tax season often leads to consideration of various options for the use of
one’s funds, TSFRE asks you to make an annual donation to the Foundation or, if you are already a donor, to
increase the level of your gift. Tax-deductible gifts and pledges that sum to $10,000 will make you a Life Member
of TSFRE. Annual gifts can include securities that have appreciated in value, thereby providing you with
additional tax relief.TSFRE especially asks you to use this time to reflect on building your legacy within the
specialty. Please consider, as an acknowledgment of what cardiothoracic surgery has done for you, by making
a planned gift to TSFRE. Planned giving offers a donor many ways in which to make a sizeable donation without
a cash outlay. The most common planned gift is a charitable bequest to TSFRE through your will after you have
properly insured that your family and other loved ones will be financially secure. Real estate as a planned gift
can be a very practical mechanism. A donor may even give real estate and yet retain the use of the property.
Other forms of planned giving include life insurance and charitable remainder trusts. You might consider
establishing a charitable trust in the name of your family.Once you have made the basic decision that you would
like to support research and education in cardiothoracic surgery, please visit our Web site (www.tsfre.org) and
make a donation online. In considering a planned gift and the options available to you, we urge you to consult
with your financial advisor. TSFRE would also be happy to discuss these and other planned gift options with you.
Please feel free to contact Joe Webber, the Director of Development, at 978-927-8330 or e-mail him at
jwebber@prri.com.
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